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Forensics
Welcome to Forensics for the 2011-2012 school year.  I am extremely excited to be able to take part in your educational experience.  I hope to share with you an exciting, enjoyable, and very productive school year.  Through hands on activities and discussions of present day issues, we will be active learners.  Our experience together will be a successful one with the ingredients of mutual respect, pride in your work, constant communication, and active interest in your education.

Teacher
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Mrs. Siliezar-Shields
Materials Needed

☺ Lab notebooks

☺ Textbook: must be covered

☺Pen or pencil
☺Colored pencils
Grading

The quarter grades are based on your performance on tests, quizzes, homework assignments, performance based laboratory assessments and class/lab participation.  They are weighted as follows: 

In Class Assessments & Work (Tests, Quiz, Labs, Other assessments) 
90%

     
Roughly….

Tests/Big Projects


50%

Small Projects/Labs/Reflections
20%

Quizzes



20%

Homework (HW)




                                    10%  Although quarter grades are based on the above criteria, some consideration is given for effort, conduct, and class participation.  This is very helpful if you have a marginal average, such as a 79.  

Lab assignments are expected to be handed in on time, especially if you are present the day the assignments are given.  Late assignments are automatic zeros.

   
If you are absent on the day a test was given, you must make up the test upon your returning date.  If you are absent during the week, it is your responsibility to get class notes and assignments from either a fellow classmate or myself.  Unless you have a serious illness, one week is considered reasonable for missing work if you were absent.  

Test/quizzes


Tests are given at the end of each chapter and are announced in advance.  Chapter tests include multiple choice, fill in, and some short answer questions.  The majority of the material that is tested will be from the textbook.  The remainder of the material will be from labs and outside readings.


Announced and unannounced quizzes will be given for most chapters.  The unannounced quizzes will be based on reading assignments.  Students will be allowed to use their notes for unannounced quizzes.  They may include multiple choice, fill in the blank, short answer questions or essays.  Also, announced quizzes may include multiple choice, fill in the blank, short answer questions or essays.  This gives you the opportunity to monitor your own learning and understanding of the material.  Furthermore, quizzes prevent you from falling far behind with the content.  Studying science requires you to build new knowledge with previously learned knowledge.  Quizzes allow you to keep up with the material so that you will be more successful in the understanding of the content.  
Homework


Homework is assigned during the school week.  Students are expected to complete all homework assignments on time.  Should students run into difficulties with the homework they are expected to complete all homework assignments on time.  If students run into difficulties with the content they are expected to come in for extra help.  Regular lack of preparation will ultimately have a negative effect on their grade.  
Attendance, Promptness

It is your responsibility to come to class everyday prepared with assignments, writing utensils, notebooks and books.  You will be successful in the class by attending regularly and taking good notes.  You must be present, on time and ready to work at the beginning of each class.  The school policy on tardiness to class is rigidly enforced.  Classroom detention will be administered if you are late to class without a pass.

Extra Help


Most of the material we will cover is cumulative.  As a result, work missed or not understood will haunt you later.  Therefore, if you are having difficulties with the content please see me for extra help.  Asking for help is seen by me as you taking interest in your learning.  My goal is for you to leave this class with a confident understanding of Forensic Science.  I will be available for extra help most days after school.  If you plan on coming after school, let me know in advance so that I can plan accordingly.  

How to succeed in Forensic Science
Be present for every class, especially since this course is lab based.  Having your lab notebooks organized will help you tremendously in this class.  Keep track of due dates, assignments, and exams by using a calendar.  Be responsible.  This means bring your lab notebooks, writing utensils, textbook, and assignments to class everyday.  Follow directions and again, hand assignments in on time.    

GOOD LUCK AND HAVE A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR!!!!!


